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THE CAYTON AND
FLIXTON CARRS By (b
WETLAND PROJECT == prOJECT

Tim Buvkinshaw

n exciting habitat restoration partnership is underway in the Vale of

Pickering near Scarborough. The scheme’s primary aim is to improve

the area’s attraction to wildlife, in particular breeding waders, but at

the same time it is hoped that it can benefit the local farmers. The
following article takes a look at the history of the area, hefore discussing how the
scheme will function and what work has been carried out so far.

Ancient Wellands and Modern Agriculture

The Cavion and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project is working with farmers on an area of
lowland peat farmland known locally as The Cares, forming the asternmost end of the
Wale of Pickering floodplain, Historically the whole Vale was an extensive wetland area
before land drainage schemes, notably since the carly 1800s, transformed it into
productive arable land. The prevalence in local place names of ‘carrs” and “ings” {wet
wood)and and water meadows respectively) is a reminder of how the landscape used to
be, Taday much of the Vale of Pickering is intensively eropped for cereals and potatoes,

Near Scarborough, on the Hertford River. a sluggish wibutary of the Derwent, the
flondplain is a litle different. Here the decper [en peat soils, in places up 1o two metres
deep, represent the location of a former posi-glacial lake, formed around ten thousand
years ago, dubbed Lake Flixton. The lake, known to have been an important resource Lo
Stone —Age hunter-gatherers accurnulated  sedge peat over thousands of  vears,
encapsulating unigue evidence of the Mesolithic humans’ relationship with the sncient
landscape.

The Lake Fliston peat deposits extend almost a thousand hectares (len square
kilometes) along the Hertford, between the villages of Flixton and Caylon, Now
drained by a complex network of ditches into the straightened River Hertlord, they have
heen shrinking steadily, much as the Fens in Cambridgeshire, as the surface layers dry
out and oxidise cach summer. The ground level has dropped by as much as half a metre
over the Tast 20 years, Farmers are increasingly looking for new ways o manage land
where drainage is compromised by lowering land levels. This is where the Cayton and
Flixton Carrs Wetland Project fits in.

A Partnership Approach

Set up in 2004, the Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project is a multi-agency
collaboration, There are five funding partners: Natural England, RSPE, Scarborough
Borough Council, the Environment Agency and North Yorkshire County Council
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The teep peat soils of e Hertford foodplain near Scarbomugh (ooloured brown on this aenal

phoctograph ) are the focus of Cavion and Flixon Carrs Wetland Project. The drained peatland is awned
by over 20 different Farmers, A substantial ares is managed under exising agri-envitonment
agreements, due for rencwal in the next 2-3 years, The Project has been engaging landowners in
diglogue about Higher Level Stewardship (HLS  over o number of vears, with the resolt that two HES
schemes, shewn in pink; are alrewdy underway restoring breeding wiader wel grassland, Two more,
dotted in pink, are expected by the end of 2009 il several other Farmers are considering applying.

3



Yarkslire Bivding Vilure 18

Tagether they agreed to fund a project officer post o build warking relationships with
lacal farmers and get things going.

Waorking with local farmers - Environmental Stewardship

From its inception the Partnership’s desire was to work through agreements with the
existing landowners rather than acquiting land for conservation (an element of land
purchase may become a consideration in the Tutwre, bul regquires  multi-agency
agreement). The mechanism for this is Matural England’s agri-environment scheme,
Environmental Stewardship, using a combination of ELS ~Entry Level Stewardship, and
HLS - Higher Level Stewardship, HLS funding 15 awarded o Tarming projects that
miake o significant contribution w landscape and biodiversity targets, 10 is discretonary
Bur due to the Cayton and Flixton Carrs Project, Natural England has included 0t as one
of their target areas in Yorkshire,

Higher Level Stewardship Schemes

Two HLS agreements began in May 2006 (Grove Farm on Cayton Carr) and in
February 2007 (Star Carr), These ten-vear agreements will, between them, restore over
1200 acres of grass pasture as HLS option “wet grassland for breeding waders”, requiring
careful management 1o create and maintain optimum conditions for the targel wider
species. Lapwing and Snipe are two waders set 1o benelit ander the Stewardship
agreements, which will also henefit important farmland and wetland species. I0will e
ultimately managed as a grazed pasture with o controlled water table in spring. Work on
waler level control takes a lot of planning o obtain permissions and ensure that
neighbouring land vse is not compromised. The fleodplain falls within the jurisdiction
of Muston and Yedingham Internal Drainage Board. from whem cansent is required for
all water level management changes. With a nearby landfill site at Seamer Carr,
monitoring of the water table is especially important, to which end a network of over 30
field “dipwells” bave been established for fortnightly measuring.

Ecological Monitoring

Water tpble ‘dipwells’ across the area provide data for hydrological models and o
monitor effectiveness of water level management schemes. Biological monioring work
plays a key role in the HLS applications, identifying important species or features and
establishing o baseling from which to measure future success. Ecological surveys 1o date
include wintering and breeding hirds, water voles, aguatic invertebrates and flora of
some seven kilometres of drpinage ditches. Biological surveys are plinned for other
locations and taxonomic groups, Monitoring will become increasingly important as a
management tool, as the restoration scheme grows,

In 2008 a Brecding Bird Survey, covering @ number of farms in the Project area
confirmed that the felds are already important for wadess and key Farmland species,
even before any active management of water fables as been achieved. The survey
would not have been possible without the help of volunteer surveyors Trom Scarborough
Birders who gave their time and expertise. In 2008, as we go 1o press, a pilol wader
productivity survey focussing on Lapwing is underway 1o establish success rtes for
chick rearing.
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Standing water is & Familiar sight en the open felds of Cayton Caur in the winter months but withoul
witter level management the nader-drained fields wnd o dey out guickly during April and May. The
Higher Level Stewardship agreements allow wet grassland o be retained into the spring creating ideal
habitat for hreeding waders such as Lapwing, Redshank and Snipe. The installation of sluices has
helped o maintain the splashy shallow poals such as those inthe pictuee belew which are ideal Tor
wirder chicks to [eed afoumd.
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The ditches support good numbers of Reed Buntings, with Sedge Wirblers and even
[eed Warblers in places, aleng with Kinglishers, Water Vole and possibly Otter, which
are known to be present around the Biver Hertford should also benefit from raised water
levels in ditches during the spring. Corn Bunting, Skylak, Tree Sparrow and Grey
Parridge are also found, along with Linoets, Whitethroar and Meadow Pipit. Wet
grasstands could also see an increase in Yellow Wagtail,

Habhitat restoration progress - Grove Farm

Four sluices have been installed in ditches in 2008, enabling water tables in adjacent
fields to be held close w the surface in April, May and Jupe each year. The sluices will
be lelt open over autumn and winter but raised up in early spring to retain water through
the wader nesting season. Within the wet grassland felds five shallow scrapes
excavated by digger will enhance the feeding opportunitics for wader chicks, slowly
drying out by summer as the sloices allow the water twble 1w drop back 1o normal
summer level.

The grassland mansgement  Tegime  involves
arazing with cattle and sheep ol reduced density
in spring, 1o erop the sward o Givour Lapwing.
Mew  lencing and  water troughs have  been
installed enabling the farmer to control grazing
Fekd by Deld to optimise conditions. Two very
reshy fields have pood potential For breeding
Snape onee the rush cover 15 thinned. Cutting in
late August, possibly  followed by selective
herbicide will be carried out to manage the rushes
annually  to achieve 20-30%  cover o taller
tussocks recommended fur Snipe by the RSPE
and MNatural England conservation advisors,

’ o ; Cirwzing of cattle and sheep ata redoced
Public Aceess to Cayton and Flixton Carrs level during spring should be of benefit
Growe Fanm is accessible via public Tootpath from w Lapwings.,

Fliston Bridge, The Project’s other stewardship
site at Star Carr is also due for ditch and shiice’ works, subject to negotiations with
neighbouring landowners, though sward management of the grasslnd sown in October
2007, a pre-requisite 1o any re-wetting works, is on-going.

We anticipate twa Turther Taoms joining the HLS schemes in 2000 and discussions are
undlerway with a further fve landowners inferested in HLS with wetland options.
Enguiries Trom other landowners on the Carrs are always welcomed.

Tim Burkinshaw, Wetland Project Qfficer, Scarforongh Berough Cowneil
OLT23 374079 waow cavionlTixtoncarrs, org, uk
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