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Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project
This partnership project is working to restore a wetland landscape on flat, peaty farmland at the eastern end of the Vale of Pickering. The Carrs project encompasses 10 square km of the River Hertford floodplain, drained by an intricate network of ditches. 
Formerly a mosaic of wet woodland and pasture the project has begun to restore arable fields to wetland habitats, through Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) agreements with local farmers. HLS funding is awarded to farming projects that make a significant contribution to landscape and biodiversity targets. The first two HLS agreements are already secured, to provide nesting habitat for lapwing, snipe and curlew and protect important Mesolithic archaeology by managing the water table.
Biological monitoring work plays a key role in the HLS applications, identifying important species or features and establishing a baseline from which to measure future success. Ecological surveys to date include wintering and breeding birds, water voles and aquatic invertebrates and flora of some 7km of drainage ditches. Recently the Project began contributing tetrad records to the national ‘Bird Atlas’ and incidental records of birds, mammals and other notable wildlife sightings are also collated.

Water table ‘dipwells’ across the area are measured fortnightly, providing data for hydrological models and to monitor effectiveness of water level management schemes. Biological surveys are planned for other locations and taxonomic groups. Monitoring will become increasingly important as a management tool, as the restoration scheme grows.
Funding Partners: Natural England, the Environment Agency, Scarborough Borough Council, the RSPB, North Yorkshire County Council.
Contact: Tim Burkinshaw, Wetland Project Officer 01723 374079 

www.caytonflixtoncarrs.org.uk 
YNU short blurb
Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project

A partnership restoration project on lowland peat farmland close to Scarborough.  The River Hertford floodplain has long been drained for agriculture.  The Project is working with farmers to restore wet grassland for breeding waders through Higher Level Stewardship agreements. Benefits include BAP habitat creation, wading and farmland bird species and protection of important archaeological deposits in the peat.
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