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Media Release

22 July 2009

Landscape history walk

Media opportunity: Saturday 1 August starting at 2pm

meeting at Fox Hound Inn Pub car park, Main Street, Flixton

Members of the public are invited to join a 'walk through the Stone Age’ at Flixton on Saturday 1 August starting at 2pm.  The walk, led by Tim Burkinshaw, Scarborough Borough Council’s Wetland Project Officer, will give members of the public a chance to visit a real-life archaeological investigation into Mesolithic period sites on the ancient lakeshore. 

Scarborough Borough Council's Wetland Project Officer, Tim Burkinshaw said:

"It's not every day one gets to 'walk through the Stone Age', but here on Scarborough's doorstep we have a really fantastic prehistoric landscape just beneath our feet.  But, with the permission of the landowners we have a rare opportunity to watch researchers open up a window onto this Stone Age wetland environment.

"The walk will take us over parts of Flixton Carr, which was once an ancient wetland, with reed-swamps, and marshy woodlands.  We only know this thanks to the archaeological studies which have been undertaken in the area over many years.”
"With the support of the Wetland Project a number of landowners in this area are now helping to achieve a modern day wetland landscape on the Carrs, where farming, wildlife and the historic environment go hand in hand."

The afternoon walk will be three to four miles long and last approximately one and a half to two hours.  Walkers will get to hear the secrets of this hidden landscape and see how the clues to the past are uncovered in a rare opportunity to visit a genuine archaeological dig on the peat fields.

Dr Barry Taylor of Manchester University leading this year's excavations explained:

"This site was discovered in 1999, by a team from the Vale of Pickering Research Trust who dug a series of test pits around the early Mesolithic lake shoreline.

"Samples taken for pollen analysis showed the presence of reed-beds fringing the shore with several episodes of burning, suggesting that Mesolithic humans were periodically clearing the reed-beds by burning.  This year we are hoping to find new evidence of human activity within the wetland environments."
The event is free and open to both adults and accompanied children.  Suitable outdoor clothing and footwear is recommended as the walk will cover some uneven ground and stiles will need to be negotiated over.  

To book a place on the walk please telephone Scarborough Borough Council's Parks and Countryside team on (01723) 374079 and for more information about the Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project visit www.caytonflixtoncarrs.org.uk or contact Tim Burkinshaw, email tim.burkinshaw@scarborough.gov.uk or telephone the above number.

- ENDS -

Notes to editors:

Lying only two miles south of Scarborough the former wetland is now a farmed landscape and the home of an exciting habitat restoration partnership between conservation agencies and local farmers.  The Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project is run by Tim Burkinshaw of Scarborough Borough Council, with help from Natural England, the Environment Agency, the RSPB and North Yorkshire County Council.

Little remains today of the 10,000 year old ‘Lake Flixton’, but its existence is evident from the thick deposits of peat occupying the flat land between Seamer and Flixton on the outskirts of Scarborough.

Experts on the Mesolithic (mid Stone Age period) have been studying remains at nearby Star Carr since the 1950s and uncovered an array of finds including antler, animal bone and wood preserved in the wet peat under the fields.
Archaeologists from the University of Manchester are digging down through the layers over the next two weeks to find out more about the Stone Age hunter-gatherers of Flixton and researchers are hoping to discover new information about other human activity sites along the lost lakeshore.

The Scarborough sites are of great importance as few sites in Europe have preserved organic (once-living) materials alongside stone-age flint pieces.

For media enquiries contact: Tim Burkinshaw, Wetland Project Officer

Tel 01723 374079 or 07971 890969 or email tim.burkinshaw@scarborough.gov.uk
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